Will Harper Break Another Promise?

By Craig B. Chandler

The word stunned describes exactly how I feel today while writing this article.

Alberta Finance Minister Lyle Oberg has said last week that he “won't object” to the revamping that Prime Minister Stephen Harper is planning for the equalization payment trough.

Of course, Minister Oberg has conditions attached to his shocking endorsement of Prime Minister Harpers plan and has said that although the new plan takes into account resource revenues (something Harper promised he would never do) he would not oppose the formula as long as Ottawa pledges to fix per-capita transfer payments so that Alberta is treated equally.

Hello! If Harper breaks his promise to leave non-renewable resources out of Ottawa's grasp why would Minister Oberg think he could trust the Prime Minister any further?

Harper gave his word to Alberta, Newfoundland and Saskatchewan that they were safe and the plan that benefits Quebec with them getting two thirds of the program would not be topped up on resource revenue. If Prime Minister Harper breaks his word, having a Prime Minister from Alberta has meant nothing. 

Quite frankly, I would never have guessed that Stephen Harper a former Reform Party Member of Parliament who ran for office with the slogan “The West Wants In” would turn his back on the province that delivered every seat.  The west is in already by donating billions of dollars to confederation, I do not think the Reformers wanted to put in 50 per cent of their provincial oil and gas revenues into the equalization formulas.

Minister Oberg on the other hand should give his head a shake. I really like Lyle and have very good relations with him and he knows I speak my mind.

So Lyle let me tell you that we need to stand our ground and your recent comments of: “We also recognize that there's certainly a high chance that this is going to come in whether we say anything or not.” are terryfing.

It appears that Stephen Harper came to Alberta and sat the new government down and said if you do not agree we will have a fight on this issue so capitulate now.  It appears the Prime Minister went further in my mind and said to Premier Stelmach that if you do not bring in a carbon tax we will, thus the Premier has brought one in.

Prime Minister Harper should be ashamed for applying pressure to Alberta and Minister Oberg should give his head a  shake for listening.

Yet there is another name that continues to pop up and quite frankly this person is an enemy of Western Canada and I mentioned him briefly in my article entitled “Canada West Foundation – The Judas in Our Western Family”

Alberta's biggest enemy is without question Ken Boessenkool who after writing a paper promoting the division of Alberta's wealth commented that Oberg and the new Alberta government has a more “sensible tone” and insulted Ralph Klein for listening to the people.

Here is some advice for Prime Minister Harper: Keep your word.

Here is some advice for Finance Minister Oberg: Listen to the people.

Here is some advice for Ken Bossenkool:  Shut up! You are betraying Alberta and if you have any desire to ever run for office you have destroyed it.  In any nomination this will all come back and bite you in the behind.

It is time to put Alberta first just like Quebec and Ontario do with their provinces.

Until next week.
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